
 
Kent Conservation Commission 

Wednesday February 14, 2024 @6:30pm 
Kent Town Hall with hybrid option 

 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89188667734?pwd=UnZrTDRZS1J5MFYvNENrY0xTcm1Ydz09 

Meeting ID: 891 8866 7734    Passcode: 992746 

 
Agenda 

 
1. Call to order  
2. Accept/Amend Agenda  

3. Accept/Amend Minutes of Regular Mtg. January 10, 2024 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

5. Public Comment 

 

6. Old Business:  

           Discussion items 
A. Housatonic Herbicide Working Group HHWG- letter of support 
B. POCD - Update from Jan 23 Planning & Zoning mtg. 

C. Green Energy Task Force 
D. April Events:      (Easter 3/31,  KCS break 4/15-19,  Arbor Day Fri 4/26) 

i   Litter clean up 
ii  KCS Arbor day program 
iii Children’s Library program Wed April,17 10:00am Topic Composting 

 E. Street Trees 
          

           Updates (only as needed):  

F. Report on Farmers Protection Ordinance 
G. Materials Management in Kent –SAYT/organics recycling 

    

7. New Business: 

A. EV charging stations in Kent 

B. North Kent boat launch 

C. HRRC 2024 Vegetation Control Plan 

              

8. Correspondence 
A. CT DEEP  notice #202306288 re: Water quality permit for Kent Hollow Road 
     

9. Adjourn     
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TOWN OF KENT 
Conservation Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 @ 6:30pm 
 

In attendance:  Members of the Public Attending: 

Liddy Baker  Kathryn Boughton 

Mike Benjamin  Austi Brown 

Melissa Cherniske  Lynn Worthington 

Carol Franken   

Connie Manes  

Wendy Murphy 

Jean Speck 

Jos Spelbos 

  
 

Call to order 

1. A quorum being present, Commission Chair Connie Manes called the meeting to order at 6:34 pm. 

 

2. Welcome Jean Speck. All welcomed Jean Speck, newly appointed as an alternate to the Commission. 

 

3. Accept/Amend Agenda. Commissioners suggested 2 amendments: moving discussion of #9 Correspondence 

to follow adoption of minutes, as well as adding under New Business “Spring Dates.” Upon a motion by 

Melissa Cherniske seconded by Carol Franken, the commissioners voted unanimously to accept the agenda 

as amended. 

 

4. Accept/Amend Minutes of Regular Meeting November 8, 2023. Commissioners noted that Mike Benjamin 

should be listed as in attendancet. Upon a motion by Melissa seconded by Liddy Baker the commissioners 

voted unanimously to accept the minutes as amended. 

 

5. Correspondence. 12/15/23 letter from Tai Kern, Land Use Administrator re: 529 Skiff Mountain Rd. 

Commissioners discussed the application of Austi Brown, currently before the Planning & Zoning 

Commission, to remove three trees on Skiff Mountain Road for safety/visibility. The application is required 

because Skiff Mountain Road is a town-designated Scenic Road. The application is made in connection with 

Ms. Brown’s planned construction of an Accessory Dwelling Unit.  

 

Looking to the requirements and guidance of the Scenic Road Ordinance, the commissioners agreed that 

removal of the selected trees would not be a major impact to the scenic aspect of the road. Melissa added that 

the Inland Wetlands Commission had also reviewed the application and found no adverse impact. The 

commissioners discussed with Ms. Brown the opportunity to plant three native trees elsewhere on her 

property to offset the trees’ loss. Ms. Brown is open to this possibility if an appropriate place can be found. 

She voiced her concern that planted trees be located near a water source to enable her to take care of them. 

Ms. Brown welcomes the Commission’s input on tree species and location. Upon a motion by Melissa 
seconded by Liddy the Commission voted unanimously to communicate its support for the application to the 

IWC, P&Z and BoS. 

http://www.townofkentct.org/
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6. Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Liddy Baker reviewed her written report sent via email prior to the meeting. 

The commissioners discussed the FY24-25 budget request. Upon a motion by Melissa seconded by Carol 
Franken the commissioners voted unanimously to authorize Liddy to submit the budget request with no 

changes at the level of $2,495. 

 

7. Public Comment. None. Jean raised the question of the Commission’s Annual Report to the town and 

offered to help draft this. Connie mentioned that she has not received a request for a report and therefore is 

unclear of the timeline and expected/desired contents for the report. Jean also mentioned that there will be an 

informational webinar regarding the CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection’s Recreational 

Trails Grant on January 11th at 1pm. 

 

8. Old Business.  

 Discussion items 
A. Street Trees. 

i. Update Swift Lane Tree planting. On Thursday, November 30th Bruce Bennett, Jos Spelbos, and the 

Town Crew planted a linden tree by the Templeton Farm residences. The tree was requested by 

Catherine and Bill Bachrach, who contributed $350 to its purchase and installation. The Bachrachs 

provided for the tree in memory of Catherine’s brother Hal, a Kent native and HVRHS graduate.  

 

ii. Defining & initiating Kent Street Tree Planting Program. The commissioners discussed the design of 

the program which would underwrite 50% of purchase and installation costs for native, smaller-sized 

trees up to a certain annual amount yet to be determined, funded through the Kuga Fund. As 

previously voted the commission will develop guidance and forms for publication and administration 

of the program, such forms to include a form for obtaining the written commitment of property 

owners. 

 

The discussion did not come to complete resolution however there was some agreement about the 

purpose(s) of the program to: 

 

- Promote climate resilience – in areas where there is insufficient shade to public or residential 

buildings or streetside, to support soil health and water retention, and providing shelter and 

support for native insects and animals.  

- Maximize public benefit – shading sidewalks, in parks and public spaces.  

- Supporting “No Net Loss” of street trees in Kent. 

 

There was discussion about limiting the program in the beginning years to sites within the Village 

Center, then broadening if warranted to other areas of Kent. There was also discussion of mapping 

priority sites. The commissioners determined to think about how to further prioritize and define the 

program and continue the discussion at the February meeting. 

 

B. POCD – Planning and Zoning Update. Jos discussed the upcoming public hearing at the Planning and 

Zoning Commission’s meeting 1/23. The hearing includes the proposed revision of the Subdivision 

Regulations including the regulation sections concerning Conservation Subdivisions. Jos shared his 

concerns regarding (i) discrepancies within the regulations about what degree of slope is a steep slope; 

(ii) provisions providing for decreased open space set-aside as well as increased density if affordable 

housing is included as part of a subdivision application. Jos explained that he had suggested a density 

bonus as a replacement of the possibility of reduced open space and rather than making this substitution 

now both options are included and presumably may be used simultaneously. The commission discussed 

the possibility that the regulations as drafted could be interpreted so as to require no open space – which 

does not seem appropriate for a “Conservation Subdivision” provision, and diminishes benefits to both 

http://www.townofkentct.org/
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natural resources and residents qualifying for affordable housing who deserve to live near open space. 

Connie will write a letter to submit at the public hearing. 

 

C. Materials Management in Kent – SAYT/organics recycling, black plastic. Connie called HRRA and was 

told that the issue of recycling black plastic is very complicated. The HRRA representative did not 

believe the problem could be addressed by separate collection and processing at the Winter Brothers 

facility. There was no update on when data from the town survey on the SAYT pilot would be available. 

 

Updates 

 

D. Report on Farmer Protection Ordinance Revisions. Connie is on the agenda for the Board of Selectmen 

meeting on January 11th, at which meeting the Selectmen will decide whether the ordinance is ready to go 

to the Town Meeting for adoption. The Town Meeting is scheduled for January 18th. 

 

E. Kent Municipal Open Space Acquisition. No update.  

 

F. Green Energy Task Force. Wendy Murphy met with First Selectman Marty Lindenmayer and Dana 

Slaughter earlier in the week to discuss a plan of action. They are looking to emulate other towns in 

Connecticut with green energy regulations as well as towns that have high rates of energy audits. They 

will meet again in a month and form a larger group.  

 

G. Housatonic Herbicide Working Group. No update. 

 

H. Sustainable CT. No update.  

 

I. Regional Recycling Task Force. No update. 

 

9. New Business. 

A. Collaborative Conservation/Affordable Housing project. Connie discussed a new project she is 

working on with Jocelyn Ayers. For 8 northwest Connecticut towns including Kent, the project brings 

together land trusts, housing organizations, a representative from the Board of Selectmen and the 

Planning and Zoning Commission to understand each others’ goals and find synergies and 

opportunities for working together. 

 

B. Spring Events. The Kent Center School break is April 15-19. Arbor Day is April 26th. Earth Day is 

April 22nd. The commissioners proposed that the Town Clean up should take place over the entire 

month of April, with the Scouts conducting their Village scouring on April 12th or 19th. Spring events 

will be discussed further in the February meeting. 

 

10. Adjourn. There being no further business before the Commission the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 pm. 

 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING: Wednesday February 14th @ 6:30pm 

Respectfully submitted by: Connie Manes, Chair 

http://www.townofkentct.org/


   Kent Conservation Commission 

 

January 2024 

 

To:   Maria Horn, state representative 

        Stephen Harding, state senator 

 

Regards:  Proposed bill to regulate railroad herbicide spraying 

 

 

We want to follow up on the request you recently received from the Housatonic Herbicide Working 

Group, a Northwest Corner group of informed and concerned citizens.  

 

As you have heard, the Housatonic Railroad Company has for years been spraying herbicides for weed 

control in and along the railroad that runs from Massachusetts through your districts to Danbury, 

without much oversight, leading to serious environmental damage and potential health consequences 

along the way.  

 

Massachusetts has passed good legislation some years ago that regulates the use of herbicides along 

railroad right of ways, especially when these pass through sensitive areas, including establishing no-spray 

zones (the MA Rights-of-Way Management Regulations 333 CMR 11, and the Preface to the Wetlands 

Protection Regulations 310 CMR 10). The HRRC complies with these regulations in Massachusetts. They 

refuse to follow similar best practices along the same rail corridor in Connecticut. 

  

Connecticut’s regulations are seriously lacking in this regard (CGS 22a). Therefore we strongly support 

the proposal from the HHWG for a bill to be introduced in the Connecticut legislature for the adoption of 

regulations similar to those in Massachusetts. We hope that you will propose and push for such a bill this 

term. 

 

Thank you for representing us. 































 

KENT CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Kent Town Hall 

   41 Kent Green Boulevard 

Kent, Connecticut 06757 

January 22, 2024 

 

Via Email landuseadmin@townofkentct.org 

Attn: Tai Kern, Land Use Administrator 

Town of Kent Planning and Zoning Commission 

 

Proposed Conservation Development Zoning Regulation 

 

Dear Ms. Kern,  

 

On behalf of the Kent Conservation Commission please accept this letter regarding the above-referenced Regulation.  

 

We support zoning regulations that are protective of natural resources and provide for residential quality of life through 

the mindful provision of open space in Kent. These include zoning regulations providing for reservation of open space as 

delineated in the proposed Subdivision Regulations Sections 3B and 3D, and the proposed Conservation Development 

regulation, which provides an incentive to protect natural resources by allowing greater density of development in a 

proportion of a property in exchange for restricting from development land of high conservation value.  

 

We support the proposed Conservation Development regulation with the exception of paragraphs 3 and 4 of Section 6730, 

which allow the Planning and Zoning Commission to reduce by an unquantified amount - potentially even to eliminate - 

conserved space in exchange for the inclusion of affordable housing within a subdivision. 

 

We do not deny that there is a lack of affordable housing in Kent, and generally support incentives that increase the 

likelihood that such housing will be developed, including the provision in the proposed Conservation Development 

regulation allowing a proportionate density bonus for Conservation Developments that include a percentage of affordable 

housing. However, a Conservation Development regulation which compromises its purposes by chipping away at open 

space requirements - which can be used in such a way that results in development with no conservation - is not fulfilling 

its conservation purpose.  

 

Conservation Developments do not merely serve nature, they provide high-quality residential living proximate to 

buffering open space, wildlife, and outdoor recreation – benefits that all people should enjoy. An incentive for the 

development of affordable housing which decreases open space requirements serves neither conservation nor residents of 

resultant affordable housing - who lose out on natural land buffers and places to be outside. The Conservation 

Development regulation as proposed creates unnecessary compromise to social equity, and instigates conflict - sacrificing 

future residents’ access to open space and pitting conservation against development when these two public benefits 

should be complementary. 

 

Please consider revising the proposed Conservation Development regulation by removing 6730.3 and 6730.4. Please 

continue to provide zoning that incentivizes the development of affordable housing within Kent’s regulations, such as 

through density bonuses, without compromising the purpose of Conservation Developments.  

  

We hope these comments are helpful and thank you for your work and the opportunity to contribute our observations.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Connie A. Manes, Esq. 

Chair, Kent Conservation Commission 

mailto:landuseadmin@townofkentct.org


              Kent Conservation Commission

             January 2024 Treasurer's Report

                      Budget 2023 - 2024
                through Feb. 14, 2024

BUDGET Previous This Month YTD BALANCE

Expenses

Enlarge Student Posters - Arbor Day $70.00 $0.00 $0.00

Earthday at the Library - books $50.00 $0.00 $0.00

Earthday at the Library - supplies $70.00 $0.00 $0.00

Kent Land Trust Picnic - supplies $40.00 $0.00 $0.00

Recycle Supplies $100.00 $0.00 $0.00

Total Supplies 021-201 $330.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $330.00

Chamber of Commerce maps $80.00 $0.00 $0.00

Open Space Plan $300.00 $0.00 $0.00
NCRI Update $700.00 $0.00 $0.00

Printing & Mapping 021-409 $1,080.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,080.00

Rivers Alliance $50.00 $50.00 $50.00

CACIWC $65.00 $65.00 $65.00

Ct Land Conservation Council $50.00 $50.00 $50.00

Dues 021-450 $165.00 $165.00 $165.00 $0.00

Full Moon Walk $20.00 $0.00 $0.00

Arbor Day Tree $100.00 $0.00 $0.00

Library Program for Earth Day $300.00 $0.00 $0.00

Amphibian study

Transfer Station Events $200.00 $0.00 $0.00

Conference $100.00 $0.00 $0.00

Road Clean-up - Signs $50.00 $0.00 $0.00

Road Clean-up - SKS Cake $150.00 $0.00 $0.00

Road Clean-up - bags and gloves C of C $0.00 $0.00
Public Events & $920.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $920.00

    Conferences 021-451

TOTAL $2,495.00 $165.00 $0.00 $165.00 $2,330.00



Kent Conservation Commission Street Trees

Outline of considerations for the KCC street tree program, based on discussion at the January
2024 meeting.

Lessons learned from Swift Lane:
-In the cost sharing model, KCC need’s to account for all costs of tree planting, including the
tree, transportation costs, mulch, other?
-Larger/more expensive trees are harder to transport and plant, smaller trees will catch up
quickly in size
-Could have more impact over time with smaller/less expensive trees

Criteria for selection of planting locations
-Climate change resiliency, based on: soil stabilization, water retention, providing shade for
cooling of outdoor areas and buildings
-Aesthetic appeal
-Safety – tree-lined streets slow down traffic

Considerations regarding where in town to plant trees:
-Street edges only
-Need to consider where planting will occur

● In the Village – high visibility, access to water and local services; limits potential tree
locations

● Historic District – similar pros/cons to Village
● Whole town – more equitable, more potential locations; logistics likely more difficult
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