FACTS ABOUT SPAY/NEUTER

* Spay (ovariohysterectomy)
An operation involving the complete
removal of both ovaries and the uterus of
the female animal.

* Neuter (castration)

An operation involving the surgical
removal of both testicles of a male animal.

* Dogs and cats should be spayed or neutered
prior to 6 months of age. The Connecticut
Veterinary Medical Association supports
the concept of early spay/neuter for the
benefit of overpopulation problems in
shelters and impound facilities.

» Sterilized animals do not become fat or
lazy. Metabolism can be affected, which
should lead to regular exercise and a
reduction in food consumption.

* A pet’s disposition may change by
becoming more gentle and affectionate,
while having no effect on intelligence.

* Sterilization increases a pet’s life
expectancy. Spaying eliminates a female’s
chances of developing uterine infections
and mammary cancer. Neutered males
usually become less aggressive, decreasing

the urge to roam or fight.

* Having a female dog or cat spayed is
simpler if the animal has not had a
litter. ““Just one litter” does not make a
happier pet and contributes to the pet
overpopulation problem.
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Sterilization Benefits
For Dogs and Cats:

* Municipalities
* Low-Income Residents
* Feral Cat Organizations
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